Iowa Crop and Weather Report, October 29, 2012, Vol. 12. no. 35 by unknown
  
  
 
 
 
Weather conditions slowed harvest for most of the State this week as 
Iowa experienced several cool, rainy days. A few farmers are waiting 
for fields to dry out enough so they can harvest their remaining acres 
according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, Iowa 
Field Office. Farmers who have completed harvest are putting away 
their heavy machinery and working on cleanup projects.  
 
There were 3.9 days suitable for fieldwork statewide during the past 
week. Topsoil moisture levels improved to 26 percent very short, 
38 percent short, 35 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. Subsoil 
moisture improved and is now rated 58 percent very short, 34 percent 
short, 8 percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Grain movement 
continues to slow, with 24 percent of the State seeing moderate to heavy 
grain movement from farm to elevator. As the harvest season nears 
completion, 99 percent of the State reported adequate or surplus off-
farm storage capacity and 97 percent of the State reported adequate or 
surplus on-farm storage capacity.  
 
Ninety-five percent of the corn crop has been harvested for grain or 
seed, still one month ahead of normal. Last year at this time, 82 percent 
of Iowa’s corn crop had been harvested. Ninety-seven percent of the 
State’s soybean crop has been harvested, two weeks ahead of normal. 
 
Only 26 percent of Iowa’s pasture and range land is rated in fair or 
better condition. Pasture and range condition is rated at 47 percent very 
poor, 27 percent poor, 20 percent fair, 6 percent good, and 0 percent 
excellent. Hay supplies are considered short across 42 percent of Iowa 
with 39 percent of the hay supply considered in good condition. 
Livestock conditions are generally good. 
 
The past week began with much above normal temperatures with 
frequent showers and thunderstorms.  Daytime high temperatures from 
Monday (22nd) through Wednesday (24th) ranged from around 60 over 
the far northwest to near 80 in the extreme southeast.  Showers and 
thunderstorms brought light to moderate rain to the southeast two-thirds 
of Iowa on Monday (22nd) morning.  A second wave of showers brought 
light rain to much of the southeast one-half of the state on Tuesday 
(23rd) morning.  Additional showers and thunderstorms on Wednesday 
morning brought light rain to about the eastern one-third of Iowa.   
 
 
Finally, an area of rain traversed all of the state from Wednesday (24th) 
afternoon into Thursday (25th) afternoon.  Heaviest rains with this last 
system fell over west central and north central sections.  The rain turned 
to snow in the far northwest early on Thursday and brought a brief 
accumulation to some areas.  Much cooler and drier weather prevailed 
for the remainder of the week with daytime highs mostly in the 40s on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Precipitation totals varied from 0.18 inch 
near Lester in Lyon County to 2.04 inches at Colwell in Floyd County.  
The statewide average precipitation was 0.93 inches while normal for 
the week is 0.56 inches.  This pushed the October statewide average to 
3.11 inches to make this the first month since April to bring a greater 
than normal total.  Temperature extremes for the week varied from a 
Wednesday afternoon high of 83 degrees at Keosauqua to morning lows 
of 17 degrees at Battle Creek on Saturday and at Belle Plaine and 
Elkader on Sunday.  Temperatures for the week as a whole averaged 
from 2 to 4 degrees below normal over the far west to 3 to 4 degrees 
above normal over the central and southeast with a statewide average of 
2.1 degrees above normal.  Soil temperatures as of Sunday (28th) cooled 
to the mid to upper 40s statewide and are expected to average near the  
same levels for the coming week.  
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